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Burghley and Walsingham, was the best protection.   In 1583 Francis Throck-
morton schemed with another Spanish ambassador, Mendoza, to put Mary
on the throne.   He was executed.   In 1586 Anthony Babington plotted and
met the same fate.   Walsingham had been taking copies of Babington's corre-
spondence for some time, resealing them, and then forwarding them to their
destination.   These copies proved Mary's complicity.   She was brought to
trial in October 1586 before a commission of peers, privy councillors, and judges
at Fotheringay and was convicted.   Elizabeth, who had spared Mary so often,
put off signing the death-warrant until ist February 1587.   Mary was executed
at Fotheringay on 7th February, meeting her death with quietness and fortitude.
She was forty-four years old.   Curiously Elizabeth lost her nerve and tried to
placate the monarchs of France and Spain by protesting that though she had
signed the warrant she had not meant to send it to the sheriff;   she put the
blame on Secretary Davison who had forwarded the warrant, and he spent
eighteen months in the Tower of London.